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NRLN is a coalition of 24 associations
advocating the rights of 2.1 million
American retirees from…
Aetna / Agilent / American Airlines /
Ameritech/SBC / AMF / American Mutual /
Amica Mutual / AT&T / Avaya / Avin Meritor /
Ball Aerospace / Bell Atlantic / Bell Helicopter
/ Bendix / Boeing / Caterpiller / C & P
Telephone / Chrysler / Commonwealth Edison
/ Continental General Tire / Datatronics /
Delphi / Delta Airlines / Diamond State (84) /
Detroit Edison / Detroit Diesel / Eastman
Chemical Co. / Enco Alloys / Entergy
Operations, Inc. / Exelon / FedEx / Fisher
Scientific Co. / Ford / General Motors/
General Telephone / Gulf Oil / Hoechst
Celanese / Holophane / Honeywell Vorr /
Hughes Aircraft / HWB / IBM / IBEW / J. I.
Case Corp. / John Deere / Johns Manville /
Johnson & Johnson / Kodak / Lockheed
Martin / Lucent Technologies / Marlboro /
McDonnell Douglas / MCI / MetLife / Michcon
/ Mobil Oil / Monsanto/Solutia / PacBell /
PECO Energy / Pension Actuary / Pfizer /
Phila Electric Co. / Polariod / Portland GEEnron / Prudential / Public Service of
Colorado / Raytheon / Rock-Tenn Co. / Rocky
Mount Mills / Rohm & Haas. Co. / Salis /
Southern New England Tel / Spherion Corp. /
Springs Mills / Sprint / Telesector Resources
Group / Texas Instruments / Rouse Co. /
Transamerica / Ullico / United Airlines / UPS /
US Airways / USAF Trucking / US WestQwest / Wells Fargo / Western Union /
Weyerhaeuser /

Dear Madam Speaker:
As the President of the National Retiree Legislative Network which
represents the interests of more than 2 million retirees from 50 states, I have
been closely following the news reports on the deliberations in the U.S.
House of Representatives on national health care reform legislation. While
progress is being made, I believe that Americans could be provided with
immediate health care savings if Congress would include provisions which
would:
1. Allow full importation of safe, less expensive prescription drugs
from countries certified by the Federal Drug Administration.
2. Adequately fund the FDA to properly oversee prescription drug
imports.
3. Sufficiently staff the FDA to reduce the backlog of generic drugs
and streamline the process to bring generic drugs to the market in
a timelier manner, and fund these activities through fees from the
drug companies.
4. Implement competitive bidding for prescription drugs by the
Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services, including
establishing a national formulary. Competitive bidding has proven
to be very cost-effective for participants in the Veterans
Administration health care program and it can achieve similar
results for the CMS.
5. Pass a resolution asking the Attorney General to take legal action
against drug companies that collude verbally or by contract to
control pricing or subvert free market practices by paying off
generic manufacturers for withholding the introduction of generic
drugs until brand name patents expire or for any other reason,
a.k.a. “pay-for-delay or “reverse payments” deals.
6. Ask the Congressional Budget Office to conduct a study to
determine the cost savings to be gained from these actions.
I am confident that the CBO will find that these actions would save far more
than the agreement that was struck by the White House with the
Pharmaceutical Research and Manufacturers of America (PhRMA) designed
to find $80 billion in savings over the next 10 years. The pharmaceutical
industry has made the $80 billion in promised health care savings sound like
it is a sufficiently good deal for Americans that no other legislative
initiatives are necessary. However, even if that $80 billion in voluntary
savings could be enforced, it represents less than 3 percent of the projected
dollars that Americans will spend on drugs during the next 10 years.
(More)

Congress must take action that is in the best interest of all Americans and reducing the cost of prescription drugs
will benefit our nation's citizens. U.S. drug makers should have global competition just as other American
industries must compete with products from foreign countries. The NRLN is passionate about this issue because
too many retirees have to decide between spending much of their fixed income for medicines, buying food, or
paying the mortgage or rent.
If there is anything that the NRLN can do to help make the case for immediately passing legislation to achieve
savings on prescription drugs, please contact Marta Bascom, the NRLN's Executive Director in Washington,
DC. She can be reached on 703-863-9611. We look forward to your leadership on this issue of such great
importance.
Sincerely,
Bill Kadereit, President
National Retiree Legislative Network

